
Cause Reconstruction: America 1863-1877 -
By Tonya Bolden
This highly acclaimed book by Tonya Bolden provides a comprehensive
overview of the Reconstruction era in the United States, following the Civil
War. It offers a nuanced and balanced analysis of the complex social,
political, and economic changes that occurred during this tumultuous
period.
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The Reconstruction Era: A Time of Transition and Conflict

The Reconstruction era was a transformative period in American history,
characterized by both progress and setbacks. Following the Union's victory
in the Civil War, the United States embarked on a challenging journey to
rebuild the nation and address the legacy of slavery. The Reconstruction
process aimed to reintegrate the Confederate states into the Union, extend
civil rights to African Americans, and promote economic recovery.

A Pivotal Work in Reconstruction Historiography

Tonya Bolden's "Cause Reconstruction: America 1863-1877" has emerged
as a seminal work in the field of Reconstruction historiography. Bolden
presents a comprehensive narrative that encompasses the political, social,
and economic dimensions of the era. She draws on a wide range of
primary and secondary sources to provide a nuanced and balanced
analysis of the complex events that shaped Reconstruction.

Key Themes and Arguments

One of the key themes in Bolden's book is the tension between the ideals
of Reconstruction and the realities of power and resistance. The author
argues that the goals of Reconstruction, such as racial equality and
economic opportunity for African Americans, were often undermined by the
persistence of white supremacy and the resistance of former Confederates.

Bolden also examines the role of both federal and state governments in the
Reconstruction process. She argues that the federal government's efforts
to enforce civil rights and protect African Americans were often met with
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resistance from local and state authorities. This resistance led to a rise in
violence and white supremacist organizations, such as the Ku Klux Klan,
which sought to thwart Reconstruction.

The Legacy of Reconstruction

"Cause Reconstruction: America 1863-1877" concludes by exploring the
long-term legacy of Reconstruction. Bolden argues that while
Reconstruction failed to achieve its full goals, it laid the foundation for the
civil rights movement of the 20th century. She also examines the ways in
which the unresolved issues of Reconstruction continue to resonate in
contemporary American society.

Praise for "Cause Reconstruction: America 1863-1877"

Bolden's book has received widespread acclaim from scholars and critics
alike. It has been praised for its comprehensive scope, its nuanced
analysis, and its engaging writing style. Here are a few excerpts from
reviews:

"Bolden has written a magisterial account of Reconstruction that is both
authoritative and accessible. This book is essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand this pivotal period in American history." - Eric Foner,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of "Reconstruction: America's Unfinished
Revolution, 1863-1877"

"Bolden's book is a major contribution to the field of Reconstruction
historiography. It offers a fresh and insightful perspective on this complex
and contested period." - James M. McPherson, Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of "Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era"



"Bolden's writing is clear, concise, and engaging. She has a gift for distilling
complex historical issues into a narrative that is both accessible and
thought-provoking." - The New York Times Book Review

"Cause Reconstruction: America 1863-1877" by Tonya Bolden is a must-
read for anyone interested in the Reconstruction era. It is a comprehensive,
nuanced, and engaging work that provides a deep understanding of this
transformative period in American history. Whether you are a student, a
scholar, or simply a curious reader, Bolden's book will provide you with
valuable insights and a greater appreciation for the complexities of
Reconstruction.
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