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Step into the captivating world of Susan Meissner's Fall of Marigolds, a
poignant historical novel that transports readers to small-town America
during the tumultuous years of World War II. Through the interwoven
narratives of two resilient women, Meissner paints a vivid tapestry of love,
loss, family secrets, and the enduring strength of the human spirit.

The Story Behind the Fall

Set in the quaint town of Willow Creek, Iowa, Fall of Marigolds follows the
lives of Taryn and Louisa Mayhew, sisters who find themselves torn apart
by the war. Taryn, an aspiring nurse, enlists in the Army Nurse Corps and
embarks on a dangerous mission overseas, while Louisa remains at home,
caring for their ailing father and navigating the complexities of wartime
society.
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As the war rages on, Taryn witnesses firsthand the horrors of battle and the
fragility of life. Meanwhile, Louisa struggles with her own personal demons
and the weight of a long-held secret that threatens to tear her family apart.
Through letters, diary entries, and flashbacks, the sisters' stories intertwine,
revealing the depth of their bond and the resilience that will ultimately see
them through.

A Triumph of Historical Fiction

Meissner's Fall of Marigolds is not only a compelling human drama but also
a triumph of historical fiction. Her meticulous research and vivid prose
transport readers to the heart of the American home front during World War
II. From the bustling streets of Willow Creek to the battlefields of Europe,
Meissner creates a rich and immersive setting that captures the
complexities of the era.

The novel offers a poignant exploration of the social and emotional impact
of war. Through the experiences of Taryn and Louisa, Meissner sheds light
on the sacrifices made by women and families on both the front lines and at
home. From the challenges of wartime rationing to the pain of losing loved
ones, Fall of Marigolds paints a nuanced and realistic portrait of the human
cost of conflict.

Characters That Will Stay with You

At the heart of Fall of Marigolds are Taryn and Louisa, two unforgettable
characters who will stay with readers long after they finish the book. Taryn
is a fearless and compassionate nurse, driven by a deep desire to help
others. Louisa is a complex and introspective woman, wrestling with the
guilt of her past and the weight of familial responsibility.



Meissner's skillful character development allows readers to connect deeply
with Taryn and Louisa. Their struggles, triumphs, and flaws make them
both relatable and inspiring. Through their stories, Meissner explores the
universal themes of love, loss, redemption, and the resilience of the human
heart.

A Must-Read for Historical Fiction Enthusiasts

Fall of Marigolds is a must-read for historical fiction enthusiasts. Meissner's
captivating storytelling, vivid historical detail, and unforgettable characters
combine to create a novel that will resonate with readers long after the final
page is turned. Whether you are a seasoned fan of historical fiction or new
to the genre, this book is sure to leave a lasting impression.

Immerse yourself in the world of Fall of Marigolds and discover the
unforgettable stories of Taryn and Louisa. Let their resilience, love, and
sacrifice inspire you and remind you of the enduring strength of the human
spirit.
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