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Have you always wanted to learn how to draw realistic portraits? If so, then
this is the guide for you! In this book, you will learn everything you need to
know to create stunningly realistic portrait drawings.

Whether you are a complete beginner or have some experience with
drawing, this book will teach you the techniques and skills you need to take
your portrait drawing to the next level.

Step 1: Choosing Your Reference Photo

The first step to drawing a realistic portrait is to choose a good reference
photo. This photo should be of a clear, well-lit face. It should also be in a
pose that you find interesting and challenging.

Once you have chosen your reference photo, you can start to sketch the
basic outline of your portrait.

Step 2: Sketching the Basic Outline

The basic outline of your portrait is the foundation for everything else that
you will draw. It is important to take your time with this step and make sure
that you get the proportions and angles correct.
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To sketch the basic outline, use a light pencil and lightly draw the main
features of the face, such as the eyes, nose, mouth, and hair.

Step 3: Adding Details

Once you have sketched the basic outline, you can start to add details.
This is where you will start to bring the face to life.

To add details, use a variety of pencil strokes and techniques. For example,
you can use short, light strokes to create the texture of the skin. You can
also use longer, darker strokes to create the shadows and highlights.

Step 4: Shading and Blending

Shading and blending are two essential techniques for creating realistic
portraits. Shading helps to create depth and dimension, while blending
helps to create smooth transitions between different tones.

To shade, use a variety of pencil strokes and techniques. For example, you
can use circular strokes to create a soft, diffused look. You can also use
hatching strokes to create a more dramatic look.

To blend, use a tortillon or blending stump. This will help to smooth out the
transitions between different tones and create a more realistic look.

Step 5: Finishing Touches

Once you have shaded and blended your portrait, you can add the finishing
touches. This may include adding highlights to the eyes, lips, and hair. You
may also want to add a background to your portrait.



When you are adding the finishing touches, be sure to pay attention to the
details. This is what will make your portrait come to life.

Drawing realistic portraits is a challenging but rewarding endeavor. By
following the steps in this guide, you can learn the techniques and skills
you need to create stunningly realistic portrait drawings.

So what are you waiting for? Pick up a pencil and start drawing today!
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