Master the Possessive Case of Nouns: Types,
Rules, and Conversion

FORMING POSSESSIVE NOUNS

Smgular llnmg;c\ Plnrallfl'lnm‘_li,{n
| ' r\?:‘g. B \L W
t‘d\““ﬂngs house iy —\l

If thig - © Boys'ball O
ﬂ '« Book's words | noumn

= ends in
"s"add’ | « Girls' hands 2

, « Tables' legs in‘]
S girl's dolls s
ifit'sa
common
noun, = Car's engine\ﬂ
add "s"

i

'« Bird's chicks

If the D Women &bﬂg =
gm?s room ! noun dnasn‘t ' (bﬁlfd{'en s dolls

P, ends i ';“ o2 ﬂ'u ¥
» Jim's pen # adl} « Men's shoes =

<

‘= My mom's bag &

) ESL.COM

In English grammar, the possessive case is used to show ownership or
possession of a noun. It is formed by adding an apostrophe (') followed by
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an 's' to the end of the noun. For example, the possessive form of the noun
|Idogll IS |Idogls-l|

There are two main types of possessive nouns: singular and plural.
Singular possessive nouns are used to show ownership by a single person
or thing. Plural possessive nouns are used to show ownership by two or
more people or things.
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Types of Possessive Nouns
Singular Possessive Nouns

Singular possessive nouns are formed by adding an apostrophe (') followed
by an 's' to the end of a singular noun. For example:

= The boy's book

= The girl's car
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= The dog's bone

Plural Possessive Nouns
Plural possessive nouns are formed by adding an apostrophe (') to the end
of a plural noun. For example:

= The boys' books

= The girls' cars

= The dogs' bones

Rules for Using Possessive Nouns
There are a few rules that you should follow when using possessive nouns:
1. The apostrophe always comes before the 's.' For example: "The
boy's book" not "The boy's book."

2. For singular nouns, the apostrophe comes after the last letter of
the word. For example: "The girl's car" not "The girl’ car.”

3. For plural nouns that end in 's,' the apostrophe comes before the
last 's.' For example: "The boys' books" not "The boys's books."

4. Possessive nouns can be used with any type of noun. For
example: "The teacher's desk" or "The company's headquarters."

5. Possessive nouns can be used with compound nouns. For
example: "The father-in-law's house" or "The mother-in-law's car."

Conversion of Possessive Nouns to Possessive Pronouns



Possessive nouns can be converted to possessive pronouns by using the
following table:

| Possessive Noun | Possessive Pronoun | [---I---1 | my | mine | | your |
yours | I hisl his || herlhersl|litslits||ourloursl|theirltheirs |

For example, the possessive noun "the boy's book" can be converted to the
possessive pronoun "his book."

The possessive case of nouns is a vital part of English grammar. By
understanding the different types of possessive nouns and the rules for
using them, you can use them correctly in your writing and speaking.

Additional Resources
= Khan Academy: Possessive Nouns
=  Grammarly: Possessive Nouns: A Comprehensive Guide
=  Merriam-Webster: Possessive Noun
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