
The Gilded Age Crime That Scandalized the
City and Sparked the Tabloid Wars

In the opulent Gilded Age of New York City, amidst the towering
skyscrapers and lavish mansions, a sensational crime shook the city to its
core and ignited a media firestorm that would forever alter the landscape of
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journalism. The murder of Stanford White, the celebrated architect known
for designing some of the city's most iconic landmarks, became a catalyst
for a bitter rivalry between two burgeoning tabloid newspapers, the New
York World and the New York Journal, and ushered in an era of
sensationalized reporting that would captivate and shock readers for
generations to come.

The Murder of the Century: The Gilded Age Crime That
Scandalized a City & Sparked the Tabloid Wars
by Paul Collins

4.1 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 8931 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 313 pages

The Crime that Sparked the Tabloid Wars

On the evening of June 25, 1906, as the city sweltered under a summer
heat wave, Stanford White, 52, was attending a rooftop party at the
Madison Square Garden Tower, a building he had designed. Around 11:30
pm, a young man approached White and shot him three times at close
range. The killer, Harry Kendall Thaw, a wealthy Pittsburgh heir,
immediately surrendered to the police.

The motive behind the murder was a tangled web of love, lust, and
revenge. Thaw had been married to Evelyn Nesbit, a former chorus girl and
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model who had posed for White in the nude. Thaw believed that White had
seduced his wife and was determined to avenge his honor.

The Trial of the Century

Thaw's trial became a national sensation, with newspapers across the
country carrying daily updates on the proceedings. The case captivated the
public's attention, not only because of its sensational nature but also
because it exposed the hidden underbelly of New York City's high society.

The prosecution presented a damning case against Thaw, arguing that he
had planned and executed the murder with cold blood. The defense, led by
the renowned criminal lawyer Clarence Darrow, attempted to portray Thaw
as mentally ill, a victim of his own twisted obsession.

The trial lasted for months, with both sides calling a parade of witnesses,
including Evelyn Nesbit herself. Her testimony, in which she described her
relationship with White and her subsequent marriage to Thaw, was met
with prurient fascination by the public.

The Rise of the Tabloids

The Stanford White murder trial coincided with the rise of two new tabloid
newspapers in New York City: the New York World and the New York
Journal. These papers, led by the colorful publishers Joseph Pulitzer and
William Randolph Hearst, respectively, competed fiercely for readers by
publishing sensationalistic stories that appealed to the city's burgeoning
immigrant population.

The White murder trial provided the tabloids with an endless supply of
fodder. They published lurid details of the crime, the trial, and the lives of



the people involved. The World and the Journal printed graphic
photographs, ran scandalous headlines, and indulged in unsubstantiated
gossip.

The coverage of the White murder trial helped to solidify the tabloids'
position as a force in New York City journalism. They became known for
their sensationalistic and often exaggerated reporting, which appealed to a
readership eager for a glimpse into the seamy side of life.

The Legacy of the Gilded Age Crime

The Stanford White murder trial and the tabloid wars that followed had a
lasting impact on American media and society. The trial exposed the dark
underbelly of New York City's elite and challenged traditional notions of
morality. The tabloids, with their relentless pursuit of sensationalism,
reshaped the way news was reported and consumed.

The Gilded Age crime that scandalized the city also left a legacy of
sensationalism and tabloid journalism that continues to this day. The
tabloids' focus on salacious headlines and exaggerated stories has
become a staple of American media, often at the expense of objective
reporting and ethical standards.

The Gilded Age crime that scandalized the city and sparked the tabloid
wars is a fascinating chapter in American history. It is a story of murder,
love, lust, and revenge that captured the nation's attention and forever
changed the landscape of journalism. The trial and the subsequent tabloid
coverage exposed the dark underbelly of New York City's high society and
gave birth to a new era of sensationalized reporting that would continue to
shape the media for generations to come.
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