
The RAF's Most Brilliant Attack of World War
II: The Dambusters Raid

On the night of May 16-17, 1943, a squadron of 19 Lancaster bombers
from the Royal Air Force (RAF) launched an audacious attack on the
Möhne, Eder, and Sorpe dams in Germany. The raid, codenamed
Operation Chastise, was a success, and the destruction of the dams
caused widespread flooding and disruption to the German war effort.
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The Dambusters raid was the brainchild of RAF Air Vice-Marshal Arthur
"Bomber" Harris. Harris had been frustrated by the inability of the RAF to
inflict significant damage on German industry and infrastructure. He
believed that a precision attack on the dams would be a devastating blow
to the German economy and war effort.

The planning for the raid was meticulous. The dams were heavily defended
by anti-aircraft guns and searchlights, and the RAF had to develop new
tactics and equipment to overcome these defenses. The bombers were
fitted with special bouncing bombs, which were designed to skip across the
water and explode against the dams' walls.

The raid was led by Wing Commander Guy Gibson. Gibson was a highly
skilled and experienced pilot, and he had handpicked his crew for the
mission. The crews trained for months, and they were determined to
succeed.

On the night of the raid, the bombers took off from RAF Scampton. They
flew low over the North Sea to avoid detection, and they approached the
dams from the west. The dams were heavily defended, but the RAF crews
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were able to overcome the defenses and drop their bombs. The bombs
exploded against the dams' walls, and the dams were breached.

The flooding caused by the breached dams was devastating. The Möhne
and Eder dams were completely destroyed, and the Sorpe dam was badly
damaged. The flooding caused widespread chaos and disruption in the
Ruhr Valley, and it is estimated that the raid caused the Germans to lose
over 1 million tons of industrial production.

The Dambusters raid was a major success for the RAF. It was a daring and
innovative attack that caused significant damage to the German war effort.
The raid is still remembered as one of the most brilliant attacks of World
War II.

The Legacy of the Dambusters Raid

The Dambusters raid had a profound impact on the course of World War II.
The raid proved that the RAF was capable of carrying out precision attacks
on heavily defended targets. It also showed that the RAF was willing to
take risks and to use new tactics to achieve its objectives.

The Dambusters raid has also had a lasting legacy. The raid is still studied
by military historians, and it continues to inspire awe and admiration. The
raid has also been the subject of several books, films, and documentaries.

The Dambusters raid was a remarkable achievement. It was a daring and
innovative attack that caused significant damage to the German war effort.
The raid is still remembered as one of the most brilliant attacks of World
War II, and it continues to inspire awe and admiration.

The Dambusters Raid: The Book



The Dambusters Raid: The Book is the definitive account of the
Dambusters raid. The book is written by John Harris, the son of RAF Air
Vice-Marshal Arthur "Bomber" Harris. John Harris has had access to all of
the official documents and firsthand accounts of the raid, and he has
written a gripping and authoritative account of one of the most daring and
successful attacks of World War II.

The Dambusters Raid: The Book is a must-read for anyone interested in
World War II history. The book is written in a clear and concise style, and it
is packed with fascinating details and insights. John Harris has done a
masterful job of recounting the Dambusters raid, and he has created a
book that is both informative and entertaining.

If you are interested in learning more about the Dambusters raid, I highly
recommend reading The Dambusters Raid: The Book by John Harris. The
book is available in hardcover, paperback, and e-book formats.
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